
Hello Friends, 
 

decent winter weather so no complaints.  
 
2011 wrapped up strong and 2012 is starting the same way, 
thanks to all of you!  As you know, our big push the last couple 

to announce that every single one of the 123 students who I 
had enough information on to create biographies for are either 
fully sponsored or well on their way to being so!  This is such a 
wonderful way to start the New Year!  Thank you!! 
 
In the last couple pages of this newsletter (as well as on our 

website) you will see multiple lists of donors.  This is our attempt to recognize those of you 
who have made a financial impact this year.  Each donation, whether large or small, on a 
monthly basis or in support for a Jog-a-Thon, has made a huge difference in the lives of so 
many children.  As many of you know, we have never listed donors in this manner before.  I 
made a strong attempt to contact each donor about how he/she would like to be listed, if at 
all.  I know I probably made some mistakes and inevitably I missed someone.  I appreciate 

do my best to address it right away.  As you can see in the lists, Reason2Smile has a wide 
spread support base!  Thanks to each and every one of you, we are truly growing! 
 
In the Reason2Smile office the year has started off with a 

our beloved bracelets.  Red, green, blue, purple, pink, and 

 
 
A new year brings with it a whole new world of possibilities 
and we are excited for the new adventures to begin!  Thank 
you for travelling with us on this journey and touching the 
lives of many children along the way!  Together we truly are 
giving so many a reason to continue smiling! 
 
Blessings and Smiles, 
Keela Dates 
Executive Director, Reason2Smile Inc. 

Happy New Year!! 
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A new school year began at Jambo Jipya on Tuesday 
January 3rd!  The children piled back into the school 
grounds with smiles on their faces and hope in their 
hearts for another successful year!  Keela will travel to 
see them during the first two weeks in February.   She is 
eager to hear their laughter and feel their joy as they 
share with her all that has happened in their personal 
lives since she last visited in January 2011.  If all goes as 
planned, the next newsletter you receive will be written 
in the Kenyan heat.  It will be filled with new pictures 
and new stories just waiting to be shared with all of you 
who love and believe in the orphaned and at-risk 
children of Kenya!   

Happy New Year! This has been quite the month in Lake Placid!  We are finally starting to get 
some freezing temperatures, which is great for the area, but sure makes typing a little more 
difficult! 
 
Mid-December we launched an ambitious campaign to raise 
the money to buy all 45 children in the Jambo Jipya orphanage 
a new uniform. We were a little worried about being able to 
raise the $450 needed, especially during the holiday season, 
but all our worries were for naught! We raised $570, which 

the orphanage, but could really use a new uniform! It will be a 
fantastic way for those 57 students to start out the New 
Year, feeling good about themselves, and excited to begin 
their studies! 
 
Gearing up for 2012 is very exciting! Soon we will be publishing a page on 

still crunching the numbers, but it looks like 2012 will be a busy year! We have high expectations 
for what we can accomplish, and are very excited to have all of you with us! 

Kenyan Update 
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The sixth grade at Chatterton Elementary School in Merrick, New York started a Math-a-thon, which 

Jambo Jipya School and its students. Each student was asked to tackle as many problems as she/he could. 
Students were also encouraged to get as many sponsors as possible to raise money for Jambo Jipya School. 
Sponsors could pay a flat rate, or pay per problems that were correctly solved. Mrs. Cain, one of the sixth 
grade teachers at Chatterton, distributed the packet to all sixth graders and sponsored each of them for $1 
flat rate. That was $62 from just one person. The children raised a little over $2000 in all from family, friends 
and other teachers! 
 
The sixth graders had a lot to 
say about this venture: 
 

Brittney Wallach, a sixth 
grader. 
 
Kate Brady, another student, 

we could help people by doing 
math problems, and getting 

 
 
Finally, Madeleine Eichhorn 

trouble to give a child a 
 

 

Davidowitz and Ms. Chimento. 
 
We were glad to participate in this Math-a-thon not only to sharpen our math skills, but also to help give the 

 
 
Written by Kara Vecchione, Phoebe Goldberg, and Jack Frohnhofer 

Students Have a Reason2Solve! 
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2012 Reason2Smile Student Writing Contest 
Now that it is 2012, the Reason2Smile Writing Contest is upon us!  
Love to smile?!  Love to write?!  We are starting a new annual 
contest for students in grades two through six.  The contest 
offers students the opportunity to showcase their talent in 

  Competition categories include prose and 
poetry.  Students are not permitted to submit work 
independently so kids and parents, tell your teachers about this 
contest!  Entries must be submitted by March 2nd 2012 and 
winners will be notified by April 27th 2012.  Winning entries will be 
displayed on the Reason2Smile website as well as right here in the 
newsletter!  To download the contest details and submission 

Keela at keela@reason2smile.org for more information.  We look forward to having you participate 
and reading all about why you smile! http://reason2smile.publishpath.com/teachers-and-students 

Tax deductible donations can be made by giving online via the website 

 
 

Reason2Smile Inc. 
151 Hillcrest Ave. 

Lake Placid, NY 12946 
 

For any questions or further information please contact Keela at: 
keela@reason2smile.org 

 
Thank you for everything you did to make 2011 a successful and blessed 

filled with exciting new adventures and opportunities to share what we 
have with those less fortunate! 

Give Them a Reason 2 Smile! 

mailto:keela@reason2smile.org
http://reason2smile.publishpath.com/teachers-and-students


2011 Donor Recognition 

Tatiana Abatemarco in honor of Peter 
Dr. Mary Elizabeth Alexander 
William Amoriell 
Charity Anderson 
Anonymous 
Shera Banbury in honor of Sebastian 
Waldron 
Warren Barrett 
Scott and Tammy Bealer 
Bernard and Ruth Beitel 
Flora Bell 
Peter and Dena Beratta 
Deven and Jill Black 
Brian and Janet Bliss 
Bloomingdale Elementary School 
Catherine Bostrom 
Courtney Bringley 
Kathleen Button in honor of Jeanne and 
Bob Herst, and Vivian and Jim Hughes 
Patrick and Teresa Caldwell 
Paola Dalle Carbonare 
Cato Meridian Central School Third 
Grade Students 
Church of St. Luke 
Norman Cognetto 
Paul Coleman 
Sam Coleman 
Renee Comeau 
Randi and David Conley 
Zack Cramer 
David and Carolyn Cramoy 
David Davidson 
Robert and Charlotte Davis 
Robert Davis Jr. 
David and Sue Ellen Dekkers 
Brian and Karen Delaney 
Mark and Jan Demers 
Wade and Tina DeSautels 
Barbara DiMarco 
Driver Middle School Fifth Grade 
Students 
Kimberly Eldred 
Louise Eldred 
Steve, Laura, and Jenna Eldred 
Richard and Majorie Elias 
Michael Ercole 

Erin Esposito 
Jeffrey and Michele Evanchak 
Priscilla Fairbank and Owen Goldfarb 
Cathleen Farrington 
Barry Fenstermacher 
William and Andrea Finnie 
Stephen Flannery 
Floral Park Memorial High School Class 
of 2011 
Floral Park Memorial High School Junior 
Women Club 
Floral Park Memorial High School Senior 
National Honor Society 
Jeffrey and Kelly Foster 
Tamara Gilmore 
Katharine Glenn 
Janet Gnall 
Jan Gould 
Karen Grace 
Mark Grimmette 
Darrin and Donna Hall 
Hans and Kathryn Heikel 
Harold Helpern 
Robert and M. Jane Herman 
Terrence and Beth Hoey 
Joan Hollander 
Patrick and Mary Hughes 
Betty Hunkins 
Sarah Jankowski 
Ellen Jones 
Kristen Keating 
Valerie Kilcollins 

 
Cassidy and Kaysie Kyler 
Todd and Joanne Labombard 
Charlies and Laura Lanning 
Glen and Brenda Lanphear 
Deborah Lawrence 
Geraldine LeClar 
Luis Leon and Birgit Asbornsen in honor 
of Pablo Leon 
Frank and Lethe Lescinsky 
Dain and Becca Lewis 
Jeffrey and Sarah Lewis 
Dr. Kathleen Liang and her class at the 
University of Vermont 

Lions Club of Lake Placid 
Deborah Lobello 
Mary Lord 
Serge and Caroline Lussi 
Michael and Christine Mahoney 
Patricia Mangan 
Christopher and Maureen Manke 
Diane Martin 
John and Crystal Martin 
Donna and Frank Masley 
Jason and Jennifer Massaro 
George and Marie McBride 
Sabina McPherson 
Catherine Messenger 
Gail Meyer; www.bindingthreads.org 
Gavin Mills 
Renee Forgensi Minarik 
Mitchell Family Fund through The Rhode 
Island Foundation as recommended by 
Mrs. Mary M. Goodman 
Deirdre Montesi 
Thomas and Lena Murphy 
Robin Noble 

 
 

Hiram Oliveras-Matos 
Maureen Olton 
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Many thanks to all of you who made a financial impact in 2011!  Big or small, every penny goes a long way 

what kind of an impact you made this year!  Thank you!! 

Donors 

  

http://www.bindingthreads.org
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Shane and Pamela Otis 
Abigail Paige 
Maria and Tom Keener for Dianne Pari 
Barrie Pascucci 
Noel and Carol Patterson 

Sciences 
Michael and Terry Pawlenko 
Stephen and Cheryl Penney in honor 
of Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Woodman 
Linda Pickering 
William Pike 
Pingry School Short Hills Campus K-5 
Students 
Shirley Pollay 
L.H. and J.Y. Poole 
Steven and Linda Preston 
Christopher and Sara Putnam 
Sibyl Quayle 
Virginia Rasch 

Kathleen Ready 
Red Creek-Westbury United 
Methodist Church 
Mike and Sally Ritchie 
Riverside Media Sales 
Robert C. Park School Parent Council 
Keela and Jim Rogers 
The Rosenblum Family 
Rotary Club of Lake Placid 
Julie Russell 
John Ryan 
Kim Salisbury-Keith 
Mikhal Salzberg 
Carmine Sargent 
David and Linda Sargent 
Donald and Lucille Sargent 
Mary Sargent 
Monica Sargent 
SJ Sargent 
Craig Scharf 
Theresa Schirtz 
Harold Schmidt 
Jason and Jennifer Scull 
Robert and Elizabeth Searle 
Robert and Sally Searles 
Katie Seleni 
Gordon Sheer 
Warren and Dorothy Shields 
Karen Jean Smith 
Scott and Laura Spanfeiner 
William and Jessica Spicer 
Stephen and Kimberly Spitzer 
Katie Stephenson 
Stephanie Stern 
Samantha Stetson 
Denise Storch 
Thomas and Connie St. Mary 
Supper Foundation 
Robert and Carol Taylor 
Timothy Taylor 

Heidi Thacker 
Mara Thacker 
Bernadette Tomeny 
Turnpike Wesleyan Church 
United Methodist Women of UMC 
Plattsburgh 
Wendy Valastro 
Jean VanLente 
Sara View 
Ashley Wageman 
Michael and Mary Wahl 
Carl and Sarah Waite 
Robert and Marilyn Warnock 
Vicki Weller 
Timothy Wile 
William Windsor 
Paul and Jessica Woodin 
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Woodman 
Thomas Woodman and Jeannie Cross 
in honor of Dr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Woodman 
Douglas and Megan Wright 
Kathryn Wrublevski 
 
 
 
 

Ann Bell 
Art4OneLove 
Douglas and Deborah Bissonette 
Peter Borzak 
Bob and Jamie Craft 
Brad and Kitty Dates 
Keela Dates 
Edward Finnerty 
Sylvia Feldman 
Ella Forcey 

Wesley Glebe and Christine Bailey 
Rita and Herb Griffin 
Sandra Guenter 
Linda and Bob Jones 
Michelle March 
Meghan Mason 
Rev. Ray and Susan Messenger 
Gail Meyer 
Roger Misso 
Jennifer Newhart and Steve Doxzon 

Steven and Linda Preston 
Michael and Carol Prevost 
Keela and Jim Rogers 
Duane and Rebecca Smith 
Mickey Jo Sobierajski 
Susan Talbot 
Larry Taman 
Frank Wallace 
Michelle Ward 
April Warner 

Monthly Donors 

  



Anonymous 
Susan Arnold 
Fran Aufiero, Teresa Armold and Donna 
Rosenblum 
Patricia Balk 
Kimberly Youngman Batz 
The Baxter Family 
Robert Beaury 
Mark and Theresa Bennett 
Dolores Baker 
Christina Blanc 
Lora Brown 
Linda Caniano 

 
Church of St. Luke Outreach Committee 
Alyson Dates and Family 
Barbara Dauphin 
John and Pamela Davies 
Jenna Eldred 
Will and Bridget Ellsworth 
Teresa and Christopher Ercole 
Floral Park Memorial High School Cabinet 
Administrators 
Lee Foster 
Debra Frankel 
Matthew and Joann Fuller 
Deborah Gagnon 
Ann S. Gaillard 
Julie Garrett 
Lisa Gaudreau 
Jeffrey Goolden 
Jennifer Goolden 
Mark Grimmette 
Paul and Paula Hameline 
Elizabeth Havard 
Brittney Hess 
James and Mary Hotaling 
Dr. Judith Ivey 
Joanne Johnson 
David and Beth Kaszuba 

Anna Kawar 
Keene Central School First and Second 
Grade Students 
Keene Central School Key Club 
Zoe Kellet 
Kathy Kusnierczyk 
Cassidy and Kaysie Kyler 
Eric and Susan Larison 
Steve Larison 
Lions Club of Lake Placid 
Long Island School Media Association 
(LISMA) 
Thomas and Evelyn Longley 
Nancy Martin 
Helen McDermid 
Elizabeth McGraw 
Don and Gay McMullen 
Suzanne Merkin 
Margaret Nagle 
Philip Newton and Dianne Fortado 
Jason Oakman and Family 
Eric and Susan Olsen 
Peachtown Elementary School 
Linda Pickering 
Amy Quinn 
Reviewers Club 
The Rosenblum Family 
Rose Rowland 
The Saint-Louis Family 
Jason and Jennifer Scull 
Amy Shetrom 
Michelle Slade 
Samantha Slade 
Rev. William and Darlene Small 
Meghan Roberson Sommers 
Wendy Stavenhagen 
Mark Sturges 
Susan Sweeney 
Temple Beth Am, Merrick, NY 
Philip and Claire Thayer 

Star Thornton 
Katie Trudeau 
Nickie Trudeau 
Terrance and Elizabeth Tubridy 
Michael Tuggey 
Yvette van den Brand 
Hedwig van der Linden 
Laura and Ben van der Ploeg 
Sara View 
Collin and Bryce VanLente-Volkert 
David and Carol Vossler 
Bengt and Ashley Walden in honor of the 
Petersons Family 
Sarah Wardner 
Margaret Washington 
Stacie Wiggins 
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Woodman 
Betty Wright 
Guillermo Zuniga 
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2011 Child Sponsors 

Anonymous 
Anonymous  printing of the 
Reason2Smile pamphlets and greeting 
cards 
Joanne Court 

Carl Dates 
Christopher Dyer 
Lake Placid Elementary School  
Lake Placid UPS Store 
Richard Meyer 

Nip Rogers 
Rosenblum family 
William Windsor 
Erica Younglove 

In Kind Donations Given 

As well as countless others who have donated clothing, shoes, school supplies, health supplies, etc.  Not to mention 
those of you who have used your time, energy, talents, and skills to help in some way.  Thank you!!! 

(For those of you who have already given donations to sponsor children for 2012, please know that you will be recognized in 
January 2013.  You will receive tax receipts for your donation given this year but you will be recognized as 2012 Child Sponsors 
next year.  Sorry for any confusion.  Thank you for making an enormous difference in the life of a child!) 


