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Passion

Hello my friends!

INSIDE THIS
ISSUE:

' Have you ever felt like your battery was running low?
Like you just don’t have the gas in your tank that you're
used to having? And then... in a mere moment... just
when you least expect it... something happens that
seems to lift your spirits, fill your tank, and send you
back on the passionate path you were on before?!
Well, that’s what happened to me today. You see, |
was asked to speak at the National Sports Academy

' (NSA) in Lake Placid as one of their bi-monthly
motivational speakers. | went into the presentation
_4A ready to give it my all but not convinced that the

L AT 4 teenagers who attend this private school in order to pursue their athletic career,
Mareellus would really give two hoots about what | had to say. Boy was | wrong!
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. 5
Paul Smiths First of all, the presentation | gave was one | have given many times before but unlike
ive Thema d most of the times | share it, | really allowed myself to hear what | was saying and feel
sl the emotion that | felt when | first experienced the various situations | was speaking

about. That in itself was powerful for me, but the real
kicker came afterwards when | teenager girl came up to
me... sobbing. After calming herself down a bit, she
explained why she was so emotional. Years ago her
parents had travelled to Ethiopia to volunteer at a
shelter for street children. The children absolutely stole

adopting a little girl. Once they had officially adopted
her and they were back in the States, they learned that
she had an older brother. The children were orphans

that was overcrowded and unhealthy. The couple

returned to Ethiopia and adopted him as well. Now, :
years later, the couple’s biological child was sitting there
listening to me tell stories about Jeremiah, Mwanahamisi,
and the rest of the kids who | have come to love. The
type of stories that will touch most people’s hearts but |
moved her to the point where she was dropping buckets ik A
of tears. Just a year ago, she had travelled to Ethiopia . o ST
for the very first time and had volunteered at the Continued on page 2




PAGE 2

“You can be

touched by the

stories I tell
and the
experiences 1
share but until
those
experiences
are your own,
you can’t
really know,
nor should 1
expect you to.”
- Keela

Continued from page 1

original site where her parents had found her younger sister.
She visited her siblings’ extended family and met children

| who she was reminded of she saw pictures of the children at
Jambo Jipya School. She had glimpsed that world and she
knew that her (now) ten-year-old sister and fifteen-year-old
brother had lived it and that their friends and family
members were still living it. She got it.

You see, words and pictures don’t do this justice. You can
be touched by the stories | tell and the experiences | share
but until those experiences are your own, you can’t really
know, nor should | expect you to. And in a sense, none of
us Americans will ever really know because even if we
volunteer there and meet the people face to face, we don’t
really know what it’s like to truly live what they’ve lived. So |
just share this with you for a couple of reasons... First of all,
if you ever have the opportunity to travel to a developing
country and volunteer, do it! Secondly, if you’re doing
something you really believe you should be doing but at the
moment your tank is running a little low, wait for it.... That moment is coming and when it
does, it will hit you like a ton of bricks. Not a bad sort of ton of bricks, but a very good
sort. In that moment you will know that yes, you were made for this.

So thank you to the administrators, teachers, and students at NSA; and all other schools,
churches, civic organizations, etc that allow me the opportunity to share my story and the
stories of the children whom | have had the honor to meet. You can’t know how much it
means to me. But especially, thank you to the student who allowed herself to be
vulnerable in front of a room filled with her peers. Thank you for allowing your heart to
feel and not being ashamed to let your emotions show. You are the one who refilled my
tank and reminded me of exactly
why | do this. For every teenager |
speak to who sits there :
expressionless, for every middle
class adult who walks away and
pretends he/she didn’t hear what |
said... | will remember you. You
are incredible and you are going to
do great things in your life, | can
feel it.

Smiles,
Keela Dates
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Student Spotlight

Isn’t Neema (the Swabhili word for “Grace”) the cutest little girl you’ve ever
seen in your life?! Neema’s mother died when she was very young and
although her father remarried, Neema’s stepmother treated her very
poorly. In 2010, Neema’s father was arrested and convicted of raping a
young girl in the community. For the months following the conviction,

2 Neema and her sister lived with their stepmother and the abuse continued.
| People in the community were worried that Neema and her sister would

- soon be killed by their stepmother so they informed Christine (director of
~ Jambo Jipya School) of the situation. Christine took the two girls in and

- they currently live at the orphanage. Although Neema was very quiet and
"! ~ shy when she first came to the school, she is slowly opening up. The way
that this small girl jumps every time an adult’s voice is focused in her

past. Neema is a beautiful little girl who works hard in class and who lights
- up the world every time a smile creeps across her face.

Neema is one of the new children at Jambo Jipya
School this year who needs a sponsor. A sponsor
is an individual who is willing to donate $15 per
month ($180 per year) so that Neema can have
clean water to drink, nutritious food to eat, clean
clothes to wear, a comfy bed to sleep in, medicine
! for when she’s sick, and an opportunity to receive
" an education so that she has a fighting chance at
oo life. Many of you sponsored children last year and
\ for that we are so incredibly grateful, as are the
children! Keela will be contacting you within the
next month or so to see if you are able and willing
/. to continue sponsoring your child. But many of

B you are not currently sponsoring a child and we
wanted to offer you the opportunity to do so.
$15 per month... 50 cents per day. One of the
students at NSA (the academy where Keela
recently spoke) shared that $180 is less than it
costs to buy a hockey stick. He was amazed by
the fact that that could support a child for one year. So, think about it. This truly is the way to make an
impact on the world, one individual at a time. Contact Keela at keela@reason2smile.org if you're interested
and she will match you up with a child whose picture and biography you will receive so that you will have a
daily reminder of just what kind of a difference you have made.
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Reason2Smile Trail Run Recap

! = Tl On Saturday September |7th, twenty adults, two fifth
R B .o graders, four children under five years old, and a couple of
: dogs took to the trails at Paul Smiths College Visitor’s

Interpretive Center. It was a very cold morning in the

" Adirondacks with the mercury barely reaching 30 degrees
but spirits were high and blood was pumping fast among the
participants. The 10K (6.4 mile) loop went along logging
roads, over marshes, through woods, and beside beautiful
ponds. The sun shone through the trees as the participants
padded along... some at a fast pace and others more fully
enjoying the nature around them. They were all smiles as

Three of the four little ones that made the .
10K trek.! the knew the reason why they were there... not just to get

some exercise and enjoy a beautiful autumn morning in the
Adirondacks, but to support orphaned and at-risk children in Kenya. And support them they did!
Over $1,700 was raised for the cause and more keeps trickling in. Thank you to all the participants
and supporters of this year’s trail run! If you enjoy Adirondack trails please keep your eyes open next
summer as we start to promote next year’s trail run! It’s always a wonderful time and we’d love to
have you join us!

Fall Fun 1 Marcellus

If you live in Central NY and you found yourself
with nothing to do this past Sunday (September
25th) then you really missed out! This year’s Fall
Festival was bigger and better than ever before!
Hundreds of people came out to enjoy the truly
gorgeous fall day! Eight kickball teams
participated in a tournament, nine Irish Bowling
Teams enjoyed an afternoon of fun following a
little metal ball around the park, numerous
children played African themed games and
painted pumpkins, and everyone enjoyed the
crafters, live music, and delicious food! And
don’t forget the golf ball drop! Another 950 /
tickets were sold for a chance to be the ball The donut guys!!

closest to the tee and hundreds of us watched as

a local fireman climbed the ladder high above the field. Over $900 worth of donuts were made and
sold and the funds are still being counted for the other events. It truly was a fun and successful day!
A big thank you to all who attended, to the Friends of Marcellus Park, to the Marcellus Optimist Club,
and to Rita Griffin for all her hard work! We’re looking forward to next year!!
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Alrican nght’at Paul Smiths College

Vo | One would think that a small college in the
,; w Adirondacks whose primary majors are forestry and
| culinary arts would be about as far from Africa as you
| ¥ could possibly be, but Monday night proved that
theory wrong! Thanks to the hard work and
organization of Paul Smiths College librarian, Mara
Thacker, African Night made a strong debut on the
@ campus! James Gann and his group of talented

| Wulaba Drummers, and Johanna MacDougal and her
group of energetic Sombeats Dancers took the floor

following Keela’s presentation about the Power of
Wulaba Drummers added a strong African feel to the evening. ! Passion. The room was filled with freshman students

whose willingness to dance and work up a sweat was
inspiring! No typical freshman college student inhibitions were present that night! And to top it all off, the
culinary students fixed up some African snacks that included antelope! Many thanks to Mara, Wulaba, and
Somabeats for an invigorating evening!

Give Them a Reason 2 Smile!

Tax deductible donations can be made by giving online via the website
www.reason2smile.org or by making a check payable to “Reason2Smile Inc.”
and mailing it to:

Reason2Smile Inc.
151 Hillcrest Ave.
Lake Placid, NY 12946

For any questions or further information please contact Keela at:
keela@reason2smile.org

) Thank you for continuing to give the children of this world the opportunities
they deserve!

www.reason2smile.org



