Note to Parents: Please know that this is an optional activity, but it is a wonderful way to increase awareness and appreciation for what we have and how lucky we are. Know that you will be helping children less fortunate that ours.

“Koins For Kenyan Kids”


The children from Jambo Jipya School in Mtwapa, Kenya (East Africa) have the same needs as we do, but their life is different. Read each entry to learn about these children. Your family can help by collecting loose change each day (in a can or bag) and return it to school. Please return whatever you collected by _______________________

Monday – Everyone in the Kenyan family has chores to do. Add 25 cents if you help out with jobs at home; 50 cents if you don’t. 

Tuesday – Most water is carried and stored in barrels or jugs in Kenya. We are lucky to have running water. Add 5 cents for every sink, tub, or shower in your house with running water.

Wednesday – Many houses have no electricity at all in Kenya. Add 2 cents for each light in your house. 

Thursday – Kenyan families that have no electricity have no appliances (like refrigerators, washers, etc.). Add 10 cents for each appliance in your home. 

Friday – Laundry is almost always washed by hand in Kenya. Add 20 cents for each load of laundry your washing machine has done for your family this week.

Monday – Clean fresh water is sometimes hard to find. Put in 15 cents for every drink of water you had today. 

Tuesday – Meat is very scarce in Kenya. Because it is more expensive it is eaten only for very special occasions. Add 10 cents for each different kind of meat you have had this week. 

Wednesday – Fish is an important food along the coast of Kenya. Add 20 cents if you have fish in your refrigerator or freezer; 25 cents if not. 

Thursday – Many people in Kenya grow their own food. Add 25 cents if your family has a garden in the summer; 50 cents if you don’t. 

Friday – Bananas, mangoes, and pineapple are fruits found in Kenya along the coast. Add 10 cents for any of these you have eaten this week; 25 cents if you haven’t had any. 

Monday – In Kenya because food is scarce, very few people have pets. Add 25 cents for every pet you have. If you have none – add 5 cents for each stuffed animal you have. 

Tuesday – Goats provide food and milk for families. Add 15 cents for chocolate milk in you refrigerator; 20 cents for white. Add 10 cents for each different kind of cheese in your refrigerator. 

Wednesday – Children in Kenya often don’t have shoes to wear. Add 10 cents for each pair of shoes you own. 

Thursday – Some of the children at Jambo Jipya School have a backpack to hold everything they own. Add 25 cents for every back pack you have. Add 50 cents if you have more things then can fit in one backpack. 

Friday – Children in Kenya often have short hair because it is easier to keep it clean. Put in 25 cents if you have long hair and 20 cents if you’ve had a hair cut this month. 

Monday - Many children in Mtwapa, Kenya don’t have a bed to sleep on so they sleep on the floor. Add 25 cents for every pillow in your bedroom. Add 10 cents for each blanket on your bed. 

Tuesday – Along the coast of Kenya the children love to swim. Add 20 cents if you can swim, 25 cents if you can’t. 

Wednesday – Most children in Kenya have never played a video game. Put in 5 cents for each video game you have. Put in 50 cents if you have a Wii. 

Thursday – Most families in Kenya have no toilets. Add 15 cents for every toilet in your house. 

Friday – Laundry is almost always washed by hand in Kenya. Add 20 cents for each load of laundry your washing machine has done for your family this week. 

Talk to your family about any additional donation you would like to give the children of  Mtwapa, Kenya. Return the money you collected to school. 

Thank you for giving the children of Jambo Jipya School a reason to continue smiling. 

